The purpose of this study was the examination of nursing home care staff's knowledge, attitudes, and image of elderly sexuality and the determination of a possible relationship among them. Nurses and care workers from five nursing homes in Okinawa, Japan volunteered to participate the study. One hundred fifty-two care staff answered and returned the self-administered packet for a response rate of 74.5%, with 126 of the respondents completing the questions ap-
sues observed by gerontological nurses is the necessity of improving the understanding of elderly sexuality (White, 1982a; Johnson, 1997 (Tunstull and Henry, 1996; Johnson, 1997; Kumamoto et al., 1997) . This lack of understanding has the potential to create negative attitudes with subsequent unfavorable care giving.
In Japan, research on sexuality in the elderly is limited compared to Western countries. Japanese health care professionals tend to ignore or devalue the sexual aspects of personhood in their interactions with elderly individuals (Mamiya,1992; Kumamoto et aL,1997) . There are few studies in Japan that demonstrate knowledge and attitudes of care staff toward elderly sexuality, and no Japanese study looked at the issue from the comprehensive three-point view of knowledge, attitudes, and image.
The primary objectives of this study include; 
Literature Review
Historically, stereotypes and misconceptions surrounded the subject of aged sexuality (White, 1982a; Tunstull and Henry, 1996; Kumamoto et al., 1997) . In recent years researchers studying staff impressions on elderly sexuality utilized a variety of perspectives. Several studies (Falk, 1980; McCartney et al., 1987) reported that a lack of knowledge corresponded with negative attitudes while other studies focused on attitudes toward sexual expression of the elderly (Damrosch, 1984 Knowledge : aThe scoring in these items should be reversed; i. e.,1=2, 2=1; 3 unchanged ; Each score ranges from 1 to 3 . A low score indicates high knowledge.
Attitudes : bThe scoring on these items is reversed, such that 1=7, 7=1; 2=6, 6=2 ; 3=5 , 5=3 ; 4 unchanged ; Each score ranges from 1 to 7. A low score indicates a permissive attitude . * ASKAS was originaly developed by White . Japanese version of the ASKAS (ASKAS-J) was used to measure sexual knowledge and attitudes in the present study. 3. Image of the Elderly Sexuality ( 5. Correlation among Knowledge, Attitudes, and Image on Elderly Sexuality (Table 4) One of the objectives of the study was to de- This study's differences in knowledge and attitudes may in part be explained by Quinn-Krach and Hoozer's study (1988) of the knowledge and attitudes toward elderly sexuality in Asian and Caucasian students attending a U.S. college.
They found Asian students in the study were less knowledgeable and had a more negative attitude about aged sexuality than Caucasian students. The result might be explained by the cultural shock that Asian students experience in U.S. -based nursing education (Quinn-Krach and Hoozer, 1988 The positive relationship between knowledge and attitudes in this study supports the deductions of previous research (White, 1982a; Adams and Clayton, 1990; Luketich, 1991; Livni, 1994) .
This study concurred with Mizutani et al. (1988) findings that the more knowledge nurses possess about elderly sexuality, the more positive 
